"LISL.-‘.Y G“‘- S DENTSON
ven by granddaughter, I llen 2, Haawill

¥y grandfathzr, Hans Denison, was boern July £2, 1824 &t Gryentofte, Copeh-
hag en Demnark. His father Hasmus Denison was bom Ho V:‘.:J—::' 16, 1768, alsp in Demmark,
He was married to Inger Mzrdie lMoens, born in Sweden, They had & son Carl who died when
1 1/2 years old, 2 dsughter larie and son Hans. Marie was married and had ;E:we or
s:u.? ehildren, She died wh.ﬂ.e Ler children were Still younnz.

; Grandfather was the youngest. He said his father toid 1::un the Parsonage
burned with all their books and records in. His father died when he was twenty years
0ld and his mother six years later.

; The following is taken from his jouwrnel: E5 TN yesr ny father died I
went ©o work for a man named Peter Witersen from & place named Hyarrd. In this
neighborhood was another litile farm called Sunde Garrd, There was a girl woricing
there nemed Johene Chrds tefferson. I met her & few tines and found that I coudd love
her and she sa2id the same about me, 4 little over a yzar efter, T asked ker to marry
me and =he agreed znd when T welked home I was so heooy that I knelt down in the road
under the heavens and thanked God for giving me ons of Adam and BEve's beautiful daughter:
to love., I thought of my dzar lovely Jﬂh_anne alnost as an angel from heaven."

They were married November 22, 1846. A year from then they were blessed
with a vabyr :.r;-;.r nzmed Easmus Denison but he lived enly about seven wesks., The nexs
Jenpary anciher boy wis born. His neme wes Jens.

1z from his v“*ﬁ'"ﬂnﬁ*'" UTne year Jens was born I was czlled to
that bloody 3 wes din 1849, And think what a sor row it was to me o know thsd
OUr merrisze was just 'till death do us psrti and I w23 dn danger daily of bsino
killed, Agein, I knelt dowm and prayed to God to spare my life, which "2 certzinly

did, 2z 1 found tihe night betwsen the 6th and 7th of July, 1849. I was the onmly living
" man among seversl hundred comrades who were all dead. So God is my only witness, and

not many has had such 2 lerrible experience but CGod wes surely with me.”

"1 i1l now relate how hapoy T became when 1 heard the revelztions of
Joseph Smith and right swey I realized that here wes a true religion, sent io my
atherland for the good of 211 pecple who would believe. Can amyone und*s‘ta;a;i vid bl

el

what hm avenly jor I knew that I could now he sezled to nydeszrv 1."11"8 and erdldren, for
oot just  'ti31 dezth f:'-\, us pard! bubt for time and sternity, which is worin z thousand-
iold, 2l riches, on cur sinful earth.” :

"That iz why Cod's children have been able

£

persgcuidons 2nd zo out into ihe werld =nd preach the Gc-s. el.
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This is teken from the book "THESE OUR - FATHDRSM

4 ecensvs of Samnte taken in 1853, the yeer of the Walker Var showed tie
nopuletion consisted of 765 people of whom 118 were the Ht. Fleesant, and Spring CGity
colonists and &7 in Manti., The original zroup of peonle were largely Yankess who ‘-
were driven from FNauvoo and its environs. Their mmbers had been increazszed by ..~
reletives and friends who hed settled temporarily in Iowa., In 1853 their mumbers were
augmented by immigrazats from Englend anc I:amarlf the vapguerd of an inereasing nuibsr
from the British Isles and Scandinavia.” _ : ' i

In this day of repid and ::omfort.able tranS'DﬂI‘t:.t-"ﬂn it is diffieult for
this generation to visuzlize the hardsh_ps encured hy pionsers.

The following -is taken from Ii**s. Joseph Munk's account of the cormdng of tae
Scandinavianss

MAccording to chureh records they lefi Liverpool, Hecember 31, 1852 on the
ship WForest Monarch". These 227 Scandinavian Sainis were under John E, Forsgren's
‘direction. They were 10 weeks on the ocean and landed at New Orleans, ‘March 12, &t
Keolouk, Iowa, they first camped in April, Kost of them reached 3alt Lake City, Sepienbima
30.  They Lkad besn on their way more than nine nonths. They had placed their small u&ﬁﬁ:
with one of the lsaders of the company for safe keeping until -they shouwld arrive at
their destination, but now for some reascn it was wnavailsble. So they wers wiithout
food, or means of purchasing it, and the setilers to whom they had been brought nod
much beutar off than they. A band of 1‘103'7"_._115 szvages surrcounded them, ever cn the
zlert to kill or stesl. Tne outlook for them must have besn dark."

indrew Jensen cur Church Historizn says:'lo one strein or race hos con-
tributed mors to ihe upbuilding of this great western section than the Sua_"lca_nm.'?'_ﬂls
with those siurdy, hardy traits of character that malte men of high purpose zad
dependability with splendid reserve power. 1t made them fit into the grest task of
building an empire where toil and pluck was the requisite."

: bzain to cuote from Hans ITendison's diary: "We pitched our camm nesr
Spring City, There were but few housas. Sage and rabbit brush covered the ground,
The first Danish meetinz was held in 2 1i tles log houss owned by Hens Christisn Haosom,
a brothsr of P, 0. Hanson. Ve organized ourselves in companiaes of ten or uwelve, cos
comsany would go out and cut the dry grass so as to secure food for our ceitle; snotiher
to go to the mowntains for logs; enother to the svone guarry forgeh-out rotks for W :
Cthers went back to Payson, Provo and S5alt Lake to earn some money or provisicns

susiain us this winter. In raturn for our labor some got flour, brooms, neils and
potztoes, 211 of which w23 broughit home to the company.”

they were in and ths grzat dangsr they were in of starvaticn and of d& strac;ticn IToW tne
.'Lnd;ans, he wrote &, 'I_ ‘-ter to the leader of the colony, which reached them the 15th of
December. This letier told tuem to take the colony on io Manti, so preparaticns for
building were zbandoned. Un Fridey December 16+h snow began falling and conti
£11 day. They pacred uwp everyihing they could move end cormenced their jcw:-;
They had no soconsr gons then the Indians sst fire to the houses and hay aro
wzs burned. Some of the colony had wagons and ox veams, others had nons, tord |
sent to Mzpti for mep end teans to come and assist inm bringineg the colsonyr to Landdi.t

MHrs, Nu_.l-e' s record contimues: WMian President Young T"m.ntl the sitvatizn

-

There was not enough room in the fort for all, so those with wa
Jusv gutsids. They suffered very much from eold and the waut of proper
Their bresd was made from bran and smutiy ground wheat. This with frozen poeistess
was noi very paletabls, Brothsr Depison gua ried roeck and buiit 2 sort
hig wagon, with a cruze firenlacc and chimnsy, this o zrozier ""“rmn
prep&re wisir {:-DG_. Svery morning «-_nd gvening ihe drom befit summonsd i
-

s &nd 2% those limes orders were given them for plzce &nd uim










