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Hogro-hy of Yans Denlson , by Luby BE. D. Whitlock
born 2¢ July 182% at (jentofte, Gonenhagen,

Denmarl. Fe married Johonnah Christofferson, the 22 lov. 1845,

L
They had 2 hoys snd & girl in Demmark. One hoy and the girl died

in early infaency. I don't know the story of thelr conversion into

the church but I feel sure it wies 8 wonderful stoIy. “he Tamily

left Cewenhagen, Depmavk the 20 of Dec. 1E52 and erossed the ocean

in a sailing vessel. This is scecording to & letber writien ne by

flyrum Denison, his son. It took them six weeks o cross the ocsan.

They lesnded at lew Orleans the 19th of MHarch, 1553, A son was born
to them hefore landing whom they named after the shin.

in the book "These, Our Fathers," a history of Sanwete County

from 1849 to 19%7, by the Daughters of the Utsh rioneers, ».2%9, I

find a rewort on immipration. Tt tells of 2 censvs of Sen-ele taken

in 1853 that showed the -omulatlon to be 765 nsorle. And that the
number woas increased in 1853 by immizrents from England and Denmark.
This hoolr tells of them leaving Liverrool the 31 of Dec. 1852 on

the shia Porrest Honsrk. Also it states Bhey were 10 weeks on the

ocean instesd of 6, sand that they landed the 12th of MHarch instead

of the 19th, Tt tells of them cemning in Iows in A-ril and ol resciw

ing 8alt Take City the 3Cth of Se-t. It wes more than nine months

they were on the way. They were without food fnd without meney to

wurchase sny, and the sebttlers in the valley were not much better

off. A trihote is +~aid to the =art the Sesndinavians «~layed in b

building un~ the weet with théir sturdy, hardy treits of character

that malte men of higl wurwose and dewendable charpeter and reserve

HOWET .

This booR also refers to Hane Denison's diary telling of witeh-

ing camr hear S-ring Clity where sage and rabbit hrush covered: the

sround. The first Danish meeting wog held in a 1litile log house




ovmed by llans Christian Hansen.

Yhey orranized themselves into com~anies of ten or twelve, and
divided the work. O0One comwany would so cub grass for the cottle,
another com-any would go cut logs, another to the stone guary for
reck for bulldines., Others went back to mayson, rrove and Salt Lak
to earm money Lo bLuy nwovisions for the winter. Some got flour,
breooms, nalls, -otatoes, ete. and brought them home to the rest of
the com=any.

rresident Youne found out their situvation and sent word for
them to ro on to Manti. They lelft &n the 16 of Dec. in a snow starm.
They had no sooner gone than the Indiansg came @nd burned all that
had been left. ALssistance came from lsnte to helw those who needed
it. There was not room Tor all in the fort so those with wagons
had to camw outegide. It was very cold and without w~ro~er nourishment
they suffered greatly. IHans made a rock,sort-of, room around his
wagon Lo wmrotect them from the cold. It was eguinmed with a crude
fire~lace and chimney for heat and wermth and cooking. Byery morii-
ing snd evening they would be required to stand and enswer to roll
call without repard Lo weather conditions.

Hyrum Denison, in his letter to me, rerorts that Hans often
stood gusrd during the Indisn Wars without adequate clotiiing to
keer him warm. He would cut a hole in the center of a warm quilt
and ~ut it over his hesd with hiz head through the hole and wWran
un in the cquilt and kee-~ warm that way.

The ecustom ol w~atronymics, used In demmark, was such thet 1
Hans had kewt it uw-, his father being liasmus Denlson, our name
would have been "Resmussen" instead of"Denison".

From my fanily grou- sheets I learn that Mans had three wives.
His first marriage occured inDbnmgrk,. the 2nd one cccured the 13th

Oet. 1893 af 821t Lake City, and the 3rd one the 3rd Hov. 1860 at




~ Manti. There were 8 children from the first merrisge, 1 child from
the 2nd and 3 children from the third marrisge. Comnaring the birth
dated of the chlldren, I find the youngest in the flrst family, Hyrum,
was born 6 Jan. 1865, and the youngest of the other families, BEmanuel,
was born 19 June 1885, niaking 20 years between. I have gathered

the following im~ression about my ancester; that he tried to live

the gosnel as he understood it. He became the father of 12 children
in all. Hyrum, In his letter to me, mentions several autobiocgranhies.
written by Hand in his lifetime. rerhars &f T were to find and read
them I would get an entirely different n~icture of him. I see him

as sincere, energetic, csnable and determined.




