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Hans Denison Jr. and
Mary Agnes Braithwaite Denison
The following is a short history written by Mary Agnes.

Additions to this history and blessings are in italics & other additions
and pictures were added in 2011 by
Brent H Jensen, Mary Agnes & Hans Jr.'s great-grandson

I (Mary Agnes) will try and give a small sketch of my life. I was born
in Kendall, Westmorland, England, November 9, 1858. I came to Manti, Utah
when I was about five years old. I came across the ocean when I was four
and a half years old on the ship Amazon. I well remember the ocean and
the big ships and how the waves would toss the ship up and down. I well
remember the captain would yell every day for the parents not to let the
children, small or large, on the deck of the ship as it was dangerous.
The weather was very rough. As I remember, the water looked almost black.
After we got away from the shore in England, my Father held me in his
arms and let me see us leave the shore, but that's about all I remember
of the journey on the ocean. (At the end of this history is information
about the ocean voyage and the pioneer company crossing the plains.)

I got my schooling in Manti, what little I got. When I was
twelve years old, I had to go to work to earn money for my
clothes. I did work for others, at first just helping the

wife with the washings, but by the time I was fourteen years
old, I was working while the mother was in bed with a new baby.

The people those days were very poor SO my wages Were very

low. I worked for seventy-five cents a week most of the time,

and the most I ever got was $1.50 a week. Sometimes I had to just do
washings for some family and this I got $1.00 for doing three washings.
I would wash almost all day on the wash board.

In 1878, I was married to Hans Denison Jr. in the St. George Temple by
D. C. McCallister. Hans was born in Manti, July 29, 1856. We lived in
Manti, then moved out to Sterling, Utah in 1879. The town was then known
as Pettyville, and it was located down on the old road about a mile west
of Sterling.

When we moved out there, there was nothing only a little old

log room for a house and a little rock chicken coop. I cooked over the
fireplace for a long time before I got a stove. There were no fences,
and the land was covered with sagebrush and rocks, plenty of them. When
we broke it up (plowed the land) we hauled many loads of rocks off. I
know we hauled a hundred loads in our life.



We lived there all the time except for a few months at a time

when we would move to Manti, mostly for the Winter months. In 1888,
we moved to Manti for the Winter. On January 7, 1888 my husband, Hans
Denison, went into the hills to get a load of wood. In those days we
had to burn all wood as there wasn't but little coal, and it cost a
lot of money for those days. He got so cold and wet, as he had no rubbers
on his shoes, and he froze his feet because they got so wet. He had
to have his toes cut off and really suffered a lot of pain all the rest
of the Winter. His feet hurt him the rest of his life a lot.

On February 23, 1888 our son, Hyrum, was born. Both my husband
and I were in bed then, and had four other children.

In the Fall of 1889, on September 2, we had worked hard all summer and
had our hay and grain all stacked in the yard. Hans had gone up to
Sterling with the last load of hay for tithing. He had just got it
unloaded when someone came and told him his corrals were on fire. Before
he could get home, everything was burned to the ground, including one
calf and all of the chickens.

We built a new home after all these trials. We have had eleven
children, eight boys and three girls. We reared them all until they
were grown. The first we lost a child was our oldest son, John Miles.
He died February 6, 1912, of anemia. He left a wife and two children.
Then our next loss was another son, Homer, who died March 16, 1920,
at the age of nineteen years. He died in the Salina hospital from an
appendicitis operation.

Hans & Mary Agnes were sealed in the St. George Temple November 27,
1878. They had 11 children: John Miles, born June 2, 1879, Hans
Leon, born Feb. 8, 1881, Mary Ann, born April 5, 1884, Hannah
Malinda, born April 3, 1886, Hyrum Ephraim, born Feb. 23,1888,
Edward, born Aug. 10,1890, Rowland, born Jan. 22, 1893, (twins)
Myrtle & Myrland, born July 24,1895, Homer Braithwaite, born May
19,1901, and Forest, born Jan. 21,1905.

Hans was born 7-29-1856 and died 11-5-1926 at the age of 70. Mary
was born 11-9-1858 and died 9-8-1937 at the age of 79.



Sterling, Utah October 30, 1888
A Patriarchal Blessing by James M. Work on the Head of

"Hans Denison Jr."

Son of Hans and Johannah (Johanne) Denison
Born July 29, 1856 in Manti, Utah

Brother Hans:

In accordance with thy desire and according to
the dictates of the Holy Spirit unto me, I lay
my hands upon thy head at this time to seal a
patriarchal blessing upon thee that shall be
a comfort and consolation unto thee, and be a
guide to thy path in the future as it has been
in the past. Thou art a true born son of Zion
and thou art entitled by birth unto all the
blessings that pertain to the new and
everlasting covenant, or the gospel of Christ.
Thou art also entitled by birth unto all the
rights and privileges that are guaranteed unto
us by the constitution and laws of the United
states of America for which our forefathers
fought and bled, but which are withheld from
us for a short season for a wise purpose in the
Lord.

Therefore thou art entitled to protection by
the laws of heaven, and also by the laws of the
land that gave thee birth. When you received
this gospel you received it with joy and
gratitude to the Giver of every good and
perfect gift. And all tho an accident has
happened unto thee whereby thy life has been
in danger, it is all for thy good and will work
out for thee a far more exceeding and eternal
weight of glory, for the scriptures say
affliction is not joyous, but grievous.
Nevertheless, it worketh out the peaceable
fruits of righteousness to those who love and
serve the Lord.

Thou hast borne thine affliction without
murmuring or complaining at the hand dealings
of God with thee and thy family. Therefore the
Lord is pleased with thee, and the Saints with
whom you are acquainted are pleased with thee,
and therefore there is a reward laid up for
thee in heaven, God's dwelling place where
moth nor rust doth not corrupt or thieves break
through and steal, which thou shalt receive
when the Lord comes to make his jewels, for
thou wilt surely be numbered among them.



Thou wilt yet receive thy washings and
anointings in the House of the Lord, and
assist thy father in redeeming his male
relatives who have died without a knowledge
of the truth. Many of them are anxiously
waiting to be redeemed from their lost and
fallen state, and are looking to thy father
and his family for their redemption.

Thy lineage is of Jacob through Joseph who was
sold into Egypt, and thou shalt have the
blessings of the new and everlasting covenant
sealed upon thy head through the loins of
Ephraim, and thou shalt also be blessed
pertaining to thy flocks and herds, and to thy
house and lands, and to thy posterity after
thee from generation to generation.

These blessings I seal upon thy head by
virtue and authority of the Holy Priesthood
vested in me, and seal thee up to thrones,
kingdoms, principalities, and powers at the
head of a numerous posterity upon conditions
of thy faithfulness, in the name of Jesus our
Redeemer, even so, Amen.



Sterling, Utah October 30, 1888
A Patriarchal Blessing by James M. Work on the
head of

"Mary Agnes Denison"

Daughter of Rowland Braithwaite
and Hannah Ormandy Braithwaite
Born November 9, 1858

Sister Mary Agnes:

In accordance with thy desire, and according
to the dictates of the Holy Spirit unto me I
lay my hands upon thy head this afternoon to
seal a patriarchal blessing upon thee that
shall be a source of comfort and consolation
unto thee, and be a guide to thy path while thou
art passing through the trying scenes and
changes of 1life that awaits thee in the future,
for they are many, but nevertheless, thou shalt
have grace and strength according to thy day,
for thou art one that has left thy country, even
the land of home that gave thee birth even the
land of thy forefathers in the days of thy
yvouth, and have encountered the danger of a
long journey both by sea and by land of Zion.
Although the destroyer was on thy path many
times while crossing the ocean and plains, the
Lord overruled all these things for thy good,
and gave thee a resting place for thy feet in
the valleys of these mountains where you can
be properly instructed in all things that
pertain to life and salvation, both of a
temporal and spiritual nature for thou art here
in the midst of thy friends, and among those
who desire to do thee good and build thee up
in nature and admonition of the Lord, for thou
art here in the midst of prophets and seers and
revelators.

You are also among holy men and women who speak
and write as they are moved upon by the Holy
Ghost, and if thou wilt listen to the counsel
of those who God has called and set apart to
bear rule in His Kingdom, thou shalt become
wise unto salvation and no power shall stay thy
progress in this Kingdom. If thou wilt listen
to the counsel of thy husband thou shalt have
wisdom given thee from on high to perform all
of the duties that devolve upon thee as a Latter
Day Saint, and as a mother in Israel, and thy
life shall be preserved many years upon the
earth.



Thou will be a comfort to thy husband and thy children
shall grow up around thee like calves in the stall,
and shall join with thee in worshipping the Lord in
song and in dance, and shall say, "Thank thee Mother
for taking care of us in the days of our youth." Thou
shalt eventually receive thy washings and anointings
in the House of the Lord, and assist thy parents and
thy husband in redeeming their female friends and
relatives who have died without a knowledge of the
truth.

When thy work is finished here upon this earth thou
shalt go and visit thy friends among the spirits in
prison, and converse with them upon the principles
of eternal life, and in the morning of the first
resurrection thy spirit and thy body shall be
reunited, no more to be separated, and thou shalt be
crowned with a royal diadem (crown)at the head of all
thy posterity in connection with thy husband in thy
Redeemer's Kingdom.

Thy lineage is of Abraham and Sarah.  through the
loins of Isaac and Rebecca, and thou shalt have the
blessings of the new and everlasting covenant sealed
upon thy head in connection with all other blessings
that have been promised unto thee by thy Father, and
by the Elders of Israel upon condition of thy
faithfulness, in the name of Jesus of Nazareth, even
sSo. Amen.



Hans Jr. & Mary Agnes Denison circa 1908

St. George Temple Sealed November 27, 1878



Hans Jr. and Mary Agnes Denison Family circa 1908
(Bottom left Myrtle Denison Jensen)

Hans Denison Jr. & Mary Agnes Braithwaite's
farm in Sterling, Utah ( August of 1916 )




Hans Jr. and Mary Agnes Circa 1920






1926

1856. Died Nov. 5,

Hans Denison Jr. born July 29,

1858

14

9

Mary Agnes Braithwaite Denison born Nov.

1937

14

Died Sept. 5
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Denison



Additional information on this ocean crossing and the trek to
Utah is contained in Mary Agnes' father & mother's (Rowland

Braithwaite & Hannah Ormandy Braithwaite) history and in Mary
Agnes' grandmother's (Hanna Askew Braithwaite) history.

A Compilation of General Voyage Notes

"AMAZON. -- The splendid packet ship Amazon, Captain H. K. Hovey, also sailed from
London on the 4th instant, with a company of 895 souls of the Saints on board under the
presidency of Elder William Bramall; Elders Edward L. Sloan and Richard Palmer being
associated with him as his counselors. The company passed the Government Emigration
Officers on the 3rd, who eulogized their order, harmony and general appearance, after
which President Cannon, who was accompanied by several elders from various parts of
the mission, held a meeting organized the company and gave appropriate instructions. The
interest manifested by strangers and the officials whose duty called them to be contiguous
to the ship, evinced how much excitement the novelty of a ship-load of Saints, leaving
London, produced. During the meeting which accompanied the organization, the officers of
the ship, the cabin passengers and the visitors on board listened with marked attention;
while the unanimity of feeling manifested by the Saints, and the deep interest with which
they listened to the instructions given and took part in the proceedings on the occasion,
evidently made a deep impression on them, displaying, as it did, a something so different
from all their conceptions of us as a people. A brass band, from South Wales, the
performers being members of the Church on their way to Zion on the Amazon, discoursed
sweet music on the poop-deck before and after the meeting, while the sun shone down
upon the crowded deck as if the heavens and the earth were combining together to bestow
their blessings upon the last company of the season. The presidency having been
appointed and Elder William M'Lachlan nominated as clerk, Elder Kay closed the meeting
with prayer, President Cannon having pronounced a blessing upon the ship, her officers
and crew and the Saints on board. There was considerable excitement manifested by the
people on shore as this vessel left the dock and moved down the river, the people on the
wharves cheering, and, on the banks of the river and on the vessels anchored in the stream
waving their handkerchiefs and hats and giving vent to other demonstrations in response to
the singing of the people and the music of the band. It is worthy of note that the departure of
the Amazon from London, laden with Saints, is another instance of the fulfillment of
prophecy. Some years ago, while Elder Eli B. Kelsey was laboring in London, he predicted
in a public meeting in that city that ships should yet leave that port filled with Saints
emigrating to Zion. It was with no intention of bringing about the fulfilment of that prophecy
that we chartered the Amazon, for we were entirely ignorant of the utterance of such a
prediction until we heard it stated in a meeting of the Saints held on Sunday, the 1stinstant,
three days before she sailed. Indeed, the chartering of this vessel was not a matter of
choice with us but of necessity. We could not obtain a vessel in the port of Liverpool
suitable to our purpose -- vessels of this description being almost unprecedentedly scarce
this spring, and we were, therefore, compelled to go to London. Thus were circumstances
overruled to bring to pass the fulfillment of the words of a servant of God! Of the elders who
sailed on the Amazon, four were from the Valley -- Elders Bramall, Palmer, Edward T.
Edwards, and A. W. Van der Woude. . . ." "June. Thurs. 4. [June 1863] -- The packet ship
Amazon sailed from London, England, with 882 (or 895) Saints, under the direction of
William Bramall. It arrived in New York harbor July 18th, and the immigrants reached
Florence [Nebraska] a few days later." (They went by train from New York, through
Canada, due to the Civil War raging in the Unites States.)



Mormon Pioneer Overland Travel, 18471868

Daniel D.
McArthur
Company
(1863)

Departure: 6
August 1863
Avrrival: 3 October
1863

Company
Information:

500 individuals
and 75 wagons
were in the
company when it
began its journey
from the outfitting
post at Florence,
Nebraska (now
Omaha).

Daniel D. McArthur

Mormon Pioneer Overland Travel, 18471868

Braithwaite, Mary Agnes

Birth Date:
Death Date:
Gender:
Age:
Company:

9 Nov. 1858

5 Sep. 1937

Female

4

Daniel D. McArthur Company (1863)




“...the Church leaders had instituted a new emigration program. Church trains
were established annually during the 1860s. Various communities would be asked
to contribute wagons, teams and drivers to ship Utah goods to the east. With the
merchandise unloaded, the teams would then return to Utah, carrying emigrants
and supplies purchased by Church agents in the east.

Known as the "Dixie Train" because most of the teamsters were from southern
Utah, the McArthur Company left Florence, Nebraska on 6 August 1863. It
consisted of seventy-five wagons and at least 400 emigrants.

Captain McArthur had charge of the company . . . Everybody in camp was
called to an early breakfast after which the day's journey began. We traveled
until noon when a stop was made for dinner, rest one hour, then resume the
journey until sundown. Sometimes the noon meal would be prepared and a
sandstorm would come up and blow everything away. Food obtained from the
commissary consisted of beans, rice, bacon or ham, and brown sugar. Baking
powder-soda bread was prepared. The distance traveled per day would vary
according to the condition of the roads. The oxen were slow, but sure and
steady. All persons enjoying good health and strong bodies covered the entire
distance on foot, most of them walking barefooted and wading shallow streams.
The early evenings, after supper, were spent in singing, dancing and enjoying
different sports.

The train reached Salt Lake City on 3 October 1863.
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